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Ron Shirkey 
Retires After 43 
Years of Service

Ron Shirkey started 
out as a shift operator 
at our Water Filtration 
Plant in 1973.  He 
quickly became chief 
operator and, in 1990, 
came “downtown” 
to become Director 
of Public Works.  
Although he was 
honored for his work 
in water treatment and 
was named operator of 
the year for our region, 

his main impact on Bridgewater took place in his new 
position.

If you think we do a good job of plowing snow, 
picking up trash or keeping public lands beautiful, 
then Ron is the one to thank.  Until he was in charge, 
these services just didn’t work as efficiently.

For the past forty-three years Ron has worked 
with me to make Bridgewater a better place to live.  I 
learned we could work together one day in 1973 when 
North River became contaminated and the town was 
running out of water.  While others were at a loss as 
to what should be done, Ron and I started throwing 
out ideas to one another to produce treatable water.  
I’m sure half of our thoughts were wrong, but in the 
end we made it work.  Bridgewater was within hours 
of being without water, but we found a way to fix the 
problem.

In the years to come that’s just what we did.  We 
found a way to make things work.  Now, I don’t 
want to “sugarcoat” this story.  Ron was a tough 
taskmaster.  Failure to produce often resulted in 
harsh words for those who failed, but that was what 
we needed.  Ron Shirkey made us better and I will 
always be grateful for his contribution.

On a personal note, I know Ron wanted to retire 
a few years ago, but stayed with me out of loyalty.  I 
have always appreciated that side of him and hope he 
enjoys his well-earned retirement.

Written by Bob Holton 

West Bank 
Street Sewer 
Work Begins

What a mess!  Not only are we tearing up West 
Bank Street, we’re right in the middle of South Main 
doing the same.  As bad as it looks now, the end 
result will be an improvement for those living in the 
southwest corner of town.  It will mean an end to 
blocked sewer lines and raw sewage backing up into 
basements.

You’d expect problems with utilities as they age 
and that’s just what we’ve experienced.  While 
records don’t show the age of the line, we estimate 
that it dates back to 1920.  Over the past 96 years it 
has been subject to tree roots cracking the joints, soil 
shifts that changed the alignment and who knows 
how many cars and trucks crossing it.  On top of that, 
it was designed to accommodate far fewer customers 
than we have today.

The new line will be larger and made of better 
materials.  While problems can always occur, they 
will be minimized by the new collection line.  The 
cost of replacement is $190,000.  Once this project is 
finished, the contractor will move on to replace lines 
on South Pope and Ashby Streets.

-- BREAKING NEWS --

It appears that Bank Street will have to wait a little 
longer than we had anticipated for full restoration.  
While excavation was under way, we discovered 
that the water line requires replacement as well.  
We sought a quote from the sewer-line contractor 
thinking there would be savings if both were replaced 
at the same time.  Alas, there were no such savings 
and replacing the waterline would cost even more 
than the sewer line!

To save money, we will be evaluating both in-
house labor and other contractors, and will have the 
street better-than-new as soon as we can.
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January 25, 1950 --
     December 28, 2015

IRS Scam - several residents have notified 
the Police Department of a call from IRS .  Please 
note:  IRS does not make calls.  They send out 
notifications by mail.  Do not respond to calls from 
anyone saying they represent the IRS. If you have a 
question, go to their website at www.irs.gov.  

Budget Process 
Begins for Fiscal 

Year 2017

Rain Barrel 
Workshop

Bridgewater.town
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Cold Weather and Water Line Breaks
  To report problems weekdays between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. call 828-3705.  

On weekends or after 5 p.m., call 828-2611 or, if there is no answer, 434-4436 
and request that a Bridgewater police officer return your call.

Our winter season has started out unseasonably warm, but with the arrival of the New Year, that 
changed abruptly.  Temperatures dipped to the low teens or even lower in some places and for most of 
us, the sudden change was unsettling.  

This freezing/thawing pattern isn’t only hard on 
us, it can wreak havoc with our water lines.   When 
soil transitions from frozen to unfrozen, the ground 
shifts, and that movement can stress water mains that 
often result in line ruptures.  Usually a puddle of water 
mysteriously appears along the side of the road or in 
a waterline easement; occasionally, it makes a more 
forceful emergence by bubbling several inches above 
ground.

Either way, it requires fast action on the part of our 
maintenance crew.  They must excavate to the location of 
the rupture, repair the pipe and restore the area as much 
as possible to its original state.  While this usually can 
be done in a matter of hours, the earlier the breach is 
detected, the more quickly it can be repaired.  

That is where citizens’ involvement is so beneficial.  If you 
notice an unexplained puddle of water, call the Public Works 
Department (828-3705).  We can determine if the problem is 
the Town’s and the course of action that needs to be taken.  

An observant resident noticed water bubbling 
up from the ground on North River Road 

and called Town offices.  A short time later 
maintenance crews were on the spot locating 

and replacing the broken water line.

Transition 
Begins

As has been noted in local 
news outlets, January 1st marked 
the passing of the baton between 
Bob F. Holton and J. Jay Litten.  
Jay officially assumed the role 
of Town Superintendent and Bob 
moved to Public Works Director/
Assistant Superintendent.

Since Bob has worked with 
Jay over the last thirty years, 
the transition should not be too 
complicated.  It is expected to 
be ‘business as usual’ with no 
changes  in  the  day- to -day 
operations.

Although a newcomer to the position 
of Town Superintendent, Jay is no 
stranger to Bridgewater’s government 
affairs.  It began thirty years ago when 
he served alongside his father and 
Bridgewater Town Attorney, Donald 
D. Litten.  When his dad retired in 
2006, Jay assumed all of the attorney 
responsibilities.  Jay grew up in 
Bridgewater and currently resides on 
Holly Hill Drive.

Bob Holton has served Bridgewater 
as Town Superintendent for the last 43 
years.  While not yet ready to retire, he 
wanted to prepare the next generation for 
the responsibilities intrinsic to managing 
a town.  When Jay expressed an interest 
in the position, Bob was quick to endorse 
him as the next superintendent.  During the 
transition process, Bob will fill the shoes of 
Public Works Director and Assistant Town 
Superintendent.
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North River Library News

Crowds Pack Ice Rink
We were wrong!  All of us connected with Generations Park thought 

we might get a hundred skaters on a weekend night, with weekdays 
seeing half that amount.  Imagine our surprise when 300 – 400 showed 

up daily over the holidays.  In fact, the average was 350 per day.  Now 
that the holidays are over, the numbers have dropped a little, but weekends are 
still strong.  Weekdays are averaging a little over a hundred, but weekends 
are still drawing nearly 400.  Town residents are making up half the crowd on 
weekdays, but only about 25% on weekends.

Town offices have been doing a booming business issuing B-Rec passes as 
well.  As of the writing of this article, we’ve printed nearly 900 of them.  For 

those who don’t know, B-Rec passes 
are photo IDs that are provided to 
Bridgewater citizens which allow 
them to use the ice rink free of 
charge.  Skate rental is also free to 
residents.  Non-residents can apply 
for a “Pre-Check,” which doesn’t 
save them money, but does save time 
because it eliminates paperwork.  
Those of you still needing a pass 
can simply stop by our office at 201 

Green Street.  We’ll take your picture 
and process your pass while you wait.

You probably noticed that we lost a 
lot of ice time in December due to the 
record-setting warm weather.  After 
discussions with our ice consultants 

and the chiller team at Riddleberger 
Brothers, we decided to lower the 
glycol temperature by 5 degrees.  
That, along with some colder weather, 
seemed to do the trick.  Hopefully, this 
information will serve us well next year 
when it’s time to start the compressor 
up again for another season of ice 
skating.

While it didn’t set a record, New Year’s Eve brought 
out 368 children and adults who seemed pleased to 

bring in the new year at Generations Park.

(Right) In addition to face painting provided by 
Cindy Schwalje, owner of True Colors 
Face Painting,  illusionist Brian Bentz 

worked his magic.  As this picture indicates, 
the children were fascinated.

Even though the unseasonably warm temperatures in December 
created some problems with keeping the ice frozen and often required 
a delay in rink openings, attendance to the ice park was steady.  To 
address this issue, banners were placed on the southern exposure 

of the rink and the chiller output temperature was reduced five 
degrees.  That combination, along with Mother Nature dropping the 
temperatures to a more normal seasonal average, seemed to help.
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Everybody loves a parade, and this year was no exception.  The weather was 

perfect for a parade and a record number showed up to watch the 85 floats 

and 1700 participants including clowns, civic groups and three high school 

marching bands.  Last but not least was the appearance of Santa and Mrs. 

Claus.  Bridgewater Foods owners John Marklin and Lee Armbuster are 

already making plans for next year’s parade.

North River Library News

118 Mt. Crawford Avenue
540-434-4475, Ext. 4

http://www.mrlib.org/northriver.aspx

PRE-SCHOOLER PROGRAMS
Momma Goose Rocks (birth-3): Thursdays, 10:15 a.m.

Precious Preschoolers (3-5): Thursdays, 11 a.m.

SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN PROGRAMS
(Grades K-5 monthly at 4 p.m.)

Cool Afterschool: 1st Tuesday
LEGO Club: 2nd Tuesday
Crafty Kids: 3rd Tuesday

Dogs 2 Read 2:  4th Tuesday

HOURS
Monday-Wednesday: 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Thursday & Friday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS in FEBRUARY

Week of FEBRUARY 8-13...    
• Make A Date with a Good Book
• Get Your Caring Coupons for a Loved One
• Make a Valentine for Someone You Love

Garden Club members display the piece 
that goes over the main entrance to 

the Community Center. (L to R) Norma 
Sheap, Barbara Henry, Jo Snyder, 

Lynda Lee, Ann Menefee, Barbara Paul

Round Hill Garden 
Club Decorates 

Community Center
As they have done annually for 

the last several decades, the Garden 
Club ladies got together to put 
together decorations for the 2016 
Christmas season.
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Bridgewater Rotary Club   ......... Dinner/Business 
meeting   every Tuesday at 6 PM, Maple Terrace, 
Bridgewater  Retirement Community.  Pancake 
supper Nov. 3rd.

T.O.P.S. @ Bridgewater Presbyterian Church ...
Every Tuesday from 6:15-7:30 PM.  Open to anyone 
interested in weight loss or weight management.  For 
more information please call Vickie Bland at 568-
6539.

Bridgewater Historical Museum ...... 109 South Main 
Street.   Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 
10 AM to 3 PM. We will also open anytime by 
appointment.  Check us out on Facebook.  Phone:  
540-237-4017. 

February 1   Bridgewater Rescue Squad Auxiliary  .
6:30 PM at Bridgewater Rescue Squad building.  
Meets the first Monday of every month. New 
members welcome.  For details call 828-3395.

February 1   Bridgewater Ruritan Club  ......... 7 PM 
at Bridgewater United Methodist Church.

February 2   Congressman Goodlatte Open Door  A 
representative from Congressman Goodlatte’s office 
will be available the first Tuesday of every month 
from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM in the Council Chambers 
of the Bridgewater Community Center or may be 
contacted at 885-3861.

February 2   Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Ladies Auxiliary 
7 PM Meets the first Tuesday of every month at the 
Post home on Dry River Road.

February 8  Bridgewater Family and Community 
Educators  ....... 7:30 PM.  Meets second Monday 
of every month at Arey Assembly Hall in the 
Bridgewater Community Center.  New members 
welcome.  For information contact Rosetta Harris, 
828-6273.

February 9     Greater Ashby Business Council ...   
 12  PM (noon) at Bridgewater Fire Company 

building.  All are welcome to attend this free monthly 
group that supports and promotes local business 
growth, networking, and education.  For information 
contact co-chair Larry Elkins at 540-641-2668.

February 16    Parkinson’s Support Group.... .
Meets from 2 PM to 3 PM the third Tuesday of 
every month in the Bridgewater Retirement Houff 
Community Center, Smith Room.  Open discussion.  
All are welcome.  Please call 828-2550 for more 
information.

February 17    Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Post 8644.... ...
Meets the third Wednesday of every month at 7:30 
PM at the Post home on Dry River Road.  Call 828-
0051 for further information. 

February 22     Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies 
Auxiliary .. Meets 7 PM at the fire hall.   New 
members welcome.  Call 828-2035 for more 
information.

Generations Park 
Skate Rink has 
its own phone 
number that is 

available 24/7. When 
you call 237-4210, you will hear 

a recorded message that provides the 
hours the rink is open and any special 

information that may apply for that day.


